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WAR! 
Carthage to be 
attacked – “War 
to End All Wars” 

CIL – Our Consul, Marcius Censorinus, 
has declared war on Carthage.  “They 
must be vanquished, once and for all.  
Rome can no longer tolerate Carthage 
threatening our borders.” 
 War ships have been built and the 
army has conscripted soldiers.  Several 
senators have grumbled about the cost of 
a war.  “We’ve just recovered from 
paying for the last one,” shared one 
longtime senator, anonymously, “We 
weaken Rome when we attack our 
neighbors unnecessarily.” 
 Some families are privately upset 
by the conscription. “It seems wrong to 
take our sons to attack…if we were being 
attacked, that might be different,” said 
one mother who wished to remain 
anonymous. 
 Others embrace the opportunity to 
serve, “I can think of no better way to die 
than wiping the scourge of Carthage 
from the face of the earth.” 
 Few people alive today remember 
the second Punic war, which ended fifty 
two years ago.  However, Rome’s hatred 
of Carthage has not abated. 

 “If we do not destroy them, they 
will, eventually, destroy us.” declared 
Censorinus. 
 Ships are set to depart within the 
week.  The war is expected to be a short 
one. 

 
First stone bridge 

to cross tiber 
CLXXIX – Construction began 
today on a stone bridge which is to 
cross the Tiber just below Insula 
Tiberina.  The Pons Aemilius will 
be the first such stone bridge.  
Residents are ecstatic.  “Finally, a 
bridge that won’t burn down or get 
swept away.  I couldn’t be happier,” 
said longtime insula resident, C. 
Rutilia Gracchi. 
 Long wooden posts were sunk 
into the muck of the river.  Slaves 
will dive to weave rushes between 
the posts and then the center space 
will be filled with clay.  The water 
will then be pumped out to create a 
dry bed for the stone cutters to 
work upon. 

“We expect to be done within my 
lifetime,” said the architect, G. 

Julius Lacer.  Thirty-five years is a 
more likely estimate, according to 

engineers consulted for this article.



remember when? 
The first punic 

war 

By Milius Bergus 
 The first Punic War began in 
CCLXIV when our leaders were 
asked by the leaders of Messina for 
help in defeating the Carthaginian 
forces, which had invaded them. 
 Little did we know that we 
would be fighting for almost a 
quarter century! 
 The first great challenge came 
from having to wage a naval battle 
when we had no Navy or ships.  We 
found an abandoned Carthaginian 
war ship along a beach.  Viola!  
Problem solved. 
 Our crack Roman carpenters 
sprang into action and created 100 
copies of the ship in 60 days. 
 Everything would have been 
peachy, except for after our first 
naval victory all the Roman ships 
were lost in a storm. 
 Back to the carpenters.  A 
second fleet was made.  It, too, won 
a battle…and was destroyed in a 
storm.  Holy Neptune!  Naysayers 
suggested that the gods might be 
against the Romans but the faithful 
maintained that two was simply an 
unlucky number and that the third 
fleet would be successful.  Indeed it 
was.  We won the war and forced 
Carthage to pay huge amounts of 
money to cover the price of the war. 

 

Still 
remembering…The 

Carthaginians 
strike back 

By Milius Bergus 
 Predictably, the wily Cartha-
ginians were not satisfied by THE 
WHOLE NORTHERN COAST OF 
AFRICA.  They were determined to 
destroy us.  They set up a new 
capital, (creatively called, “New 
Carthage”) in Spain. 
 In CCXVIII, one of their 
generals, Hanibal, inspired by his 
hatred of all things Roman, 
marched across the Pyrenees 
Mountains with 35,000 men and 37 
war elephants.  The elephants were 
meant to terrify the Roman troops 
but they proved a liability in the 
Alps, slowing Hanibal down.  Our 
brave boys met him on the fields of 
Rome.  Hanibal couldn’t conquer 
Rome, but we couldn’t beat him 
either. 
 The stalemate lasted for an 
unbelievable seventeen years and 
an entire Roman generation grew 
up knowing nothing but war. 
 Finally, the remarkable 
General Scipio planned an attack 
on the Carthaginians at their base 
in Spain.  “You do not cut down a 
tree at its branches, but at its 
trunk,” he is reported to have said.  
 Rome conquered Spain and 
drove Hanibal back to Africa where 
he was defeated in CCI. 
 


